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COMMUNICATIONS to resemble God must be very irrational, if a compliance | against his brother; the earth flooded with blood, and 
; ' renders our condition worse. But we shall learn the] every resentful and vindictive passion exercised under 
FOR THE MAGAZINE. true character of God by examining his commandments. |} the authority of heaven. Thos from each view of the 
we Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good | subject it appears evident that God wil] forgive all his 
CONSIDERATIONS INDUCING A BELIEF IN | fo them that hate you, and pray for them that despite-| enemies, and therefore there is no impropriety in his 
UNIVERSALISM, fully use you, and persecute you. But for what special] commanding us to forgive all our enemies. Hence the 
CONCLUDED. reason are suchinjunctions given® That thereby we | character and-requirements of God unitedly conspire to 


5. The character and requirements of God induce 4 
love and forgiveness of enemies. When children are 
reared in families where every malignant passion has un- 
controlled sway; where all the commands are given in 
the most imperious tone, and every correction inflicted 
with rigorous severity, their dispositions are revengeful, 
end their mouths full of cursing and the bitterest impre- 
gations. But when children are reared in families where 
every mild and gentle virtue reigns; where every com- 
inand is given with the swectest look and in the most 
engaging manner; where every punishment is inflicted 
in the tenderest way ond with tears of regret for the ne- 
cessity of its application, their dispositions are soft and 
s) mpathetic, and their words kind and benignant.— 
While the young mind is susceptible of the most lasting 
impressions, and is continually treasuring up the instruc- 
tions of its teachers, and modelling its thoughts from 
their conduct and conversation, it takes an inclination 
fo virtue or vice, which many years and much study 
cannot entirely overcome. Hence the great importance 
of rightly instructing the youth, and training them up in 
the delightful path of virtue. We can learn from these 
reflections the character of that child, who is early in- 
formed that God ts a great and very terrible being, and 
thet he w Westin oa bia fempest af Fire . unless he come 
plies with all his requsitions which are held forth for 
practice, and which are represented as arbitrary, griev- 
It is impossible for a 
child instructed im this manner to loye God or man; 
consequently he cannot worship the one, nor do a be- 
nevolent act for the other. But when it is seen that a 
cordial obedience to the requirements of God and an 
undeviating pursuit of our own happiness are inseparably 
connected, we shall joyfuily revere our heavenly Fath- 


ous and unproductive of good. 


But if we could be made to believe that God commands 
any thing which is inconsistent with our happiness and 
threatens us with eternal damnation in consequence of 
disobedience, it would be impossible for us to entertain 
the least degree of veneration for him in time or eterni- 
ty. When preachers spend one seventh part of the 
year im teaching the people that God loves those who 
love him, and hates all others, and that they should imi- 
tate him in every thing which is imitable, what conse- 
quences may they rationally expect? As the character 
of God is the standard of perfection and happiness, each 
advance towards it must increase our enjoyment, and 
be productive of good to others. But should it be ad- 
mitted that while we are unlike God we love all, and 


may resemble God and be happy. Let us hear Christ 
assign the reason for thus conducting ; that ye may be 
the children of your Father which is in heaven. Then 
he loves his enemies, blesses them that curse him, does 
good to them that hate him, and is kind to the unmerci- 
ful and the unthankful. But let us hear further; if ye 
love them which love you, what reward have ye? do nol 
even the publicans so? What then ought we to do? 
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect. But how perfect is he? Listen to 
the words of the Book and you shall learn. ‘* For God 
commendeth his love towards us, in that while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. But God who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 
even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us to- 
gether with Christ. Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins.” The disposition of God to- 
wards his sinful creatures is clearly ascertained from 
these quotations, and the most noble example held up 
for imitation. Another sentiment contained in the pre- 
cepts of Christ is forgiveness of enemies ; let us diligent- 
ly canvass its purport. We are commanded to be like 
God in all things, and to do unto others as we would 
wish them to do unto us in exemplification of our con- 
formity to this direction. ‘** And when ye stand pray- 
ing, forgive, if ye have aught against any; that your 
Father which is in heaven may forgive your trespasses.”’ 


show, tuat he will cause “‘ every knee to bow, and eves 
ry tongue to swear; surely to say, in the Lord have T 
righteousness and strength.” 

6. The constitution of man, leading him to desire 
happiness and fear misery. ‘*No man ever yet hated 
his own flesh, but nourisheth and cherisheth it.” It is 
impossible for mankind to detest their happiness, or be 
willing to experience pain from which no benefit can 
accrue. Our every action through life is designed to 
increase our énjoyment, either by removing evil, or by 
producing good. A desire for happiness is inhaled with 
the first breath we breath, and continues with unabated 
force to actuate our hears while life remains. By whom 
is this earnest desire implanted, and for what possible 
intention given? It is ingrafted by God, for ** every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and com- 
eth down from the Father of lights.,’> It is bestowed for 
our good, for when God had created man with this de- 
sire, he blessed him, and continues ** his tender mercies 
over all the works” of his hands that our wishes for hap- 
piness may be cherished. Can God mock us with de- 
lusive dreams, and yet urge us to a continual pursuit by 
the strongest feelings of our souls? Why are we con- 
cerned about the felicity of heaven if it was never de- 
signed for our participation? It cannot be that we may 
obtain it, for that is already admitted to be impraetica- 
ble. It cannot be that we might share the pleasures of 
this world with a higher relish, for anxiety always less- 





God cannot require us to do things which are disagree- 
able to him, but he commands us to forgive all our ene- 
mies, hence the pardon of enemies must be agreeable to 
him. But if God does not forgive all his enemies, we 
cannot resemble him in forgiving all ours. Ifthe volume 
of God justifies us while cherishing an unforgiving tem- 
per towards any being, then may we entertain the bit- 
terest resentment against some, and the sincerest friend- 
ship for others, and yet be exercising that wisdom which 
is pure, peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without pertiality, and without 
hypocrisy. But if we see the manifest impossibility of 
ihis thing, and are certified that the word of God is in 
direct opposition to the exercise of such feelings, how 
shall we determine what is right? We will apply to 
the law and the testimony for light, and guide ourselves 
thereby. ‘* But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your father forgive your trespasses.”” As 
you cannot enter heaven without being forgiven, you 
must first forgive all your enemies. Yet you cannot see 





assiduously strive to promote their happiness, and that 
when we become god-like, we love those who love us, 
and hate those who hate us, how is our condition bet-| 
tered, or the happiness of others advanced? 





If our con- 
duct should be conformed to the maxims of heaven, and 





the preceding sentiment is just, the only alteration pro- 
duced in us by resembling God consists in hatred. But} 
if this is the character of God, he cannot be happy, nei- 
ther should we endeavour to be like him, if we valued | 
the peace of our own minds. It hence appears that | 
God cannot be the only fountain of felicity and the un- 
exceptionable pattern for imitation, if he is in possession 
of such feelings towards his enemies; for the command 


any eternally punished and be satisfied with the dealings 
of God, unless you hate those who are suffering this mis- 


ierable doom; but remember, *t whosoever hateth his 


brother, is a murderer; and ye know that no murderer 
hath eternal life abiding in him.” As God is unchange- 
able, and requires us to love our enemies in this world, 
he must enjoin the same thing in the next; but we can- 
not see our enemies whom we love everlastingly punished 
without feeling great sorrow. Were we assured that 
God loves those who love him, and hates those who hate 
hima, and that it is indispensably necessary for our hap- 
piness to be conformed to him, what would be the con- 
dition of thisearth? Every man’s hand would be raised 





ens enjoyment. Perhaps it may be said we anxiously 
desire many things in this world which are never grant- 
| ed, and that consequently we need not fancy that our 
| desires of heaven will be realized. Inno case are we 
| disappointed in the affairs of this life when our best in- 
‘te is not promoted ; for God withholds nothing which 
would be more for our happiness if bestowed. If our 
| expectations of heaven are finally blasted, then all our 
vexations and troubles have been uselessly endured, and 
we began our eternal misery the moment we began our 
lives. It cannot be said our best interest is consulted 
_ when we are doomed to endless perdition, although our 
'good may be advanced in this world while we suppose 
our misery increased ; for ** no chastisement for the pre- 
| sent seemeth to be joyous, but grievous; nevertheless 
‘afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness 
unto them which are exercised thereby.” But as our e- 
ternal chastisement cannot afferward yield any fruit of 
righteousness, it must be completely unprofitable, as no 
‘good is promised to any but those who are exercised 
hereby. Hence the disappointment of our expectations 
(in this life furnishes no evidence that the desires of im- 
| mortal felicity, which God has taught us to entertain, 
will be blasted with eternal misery. Would it not be 
au impeachment of God to suppose he gave all our so- 
licitude concerning a future existence simply to render 
us expectant here, and disappointed -hereaftcr? But if 
we are not to enjoy happiness, for what imaginable pur- 
pose was it given? You cannot say to animate us in 
the pursuit of peace and joy, for these are already ad- 
mitted to be unobtainable ; why then are we desirous of 
blessedness? This question must forever return, until 
we allow that God is crvel in communicating this in- 





quietude to the soul, or that it will be satisfied with the 
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God constituted us in this manner to animate us in the 








fruition of heaven. If the first is granted, then all con- 
fidence in God is destroyed ; if the sccond, the most 
joyous prospects, the most exhilarating views gladden 
the delighted soul. One of two things is certain, that 





srospect of happiness, or to increase our misery ; which 

idea is most agreeable to the truth? If God intends us 
for happiness and we counteract that design, ** how can 
he do all his pleasure”? He informs us that “ as the 
snow and the rain effect the ends for which they are 
sent, so shall his word accomplish that which he please, 
and prosper in the thing whereto he sentit. If all 
things im the material creation produce the original in- 
tention, can we believe God has deserted the moral 
world, or constructed it so ill that it does not effect his 
purpose? Are we willing to consider God a ruler of 
rocks and mountains, of the sun and the stars, but en- 
tirely excluded from the government of the soul? In- 
deed when you deliberately consider the structure of 
men, and the law of his existence, by which he is com- 
pelled to seek for enjoyment, you are astonished at the 
thought that he shall be endlessly wretched, that the 
Creator has done so much in vain. 

7. The shocking idea that the angelic hosts sing ho- 
sannahs in prospect of the interminable torments of 
multitudes. The scriptures teach that the angels are 
the friends of man; that they are sent on messages of 
love and participate of the joy they communicate. But 
if it is edmitted that the angels understood the subject 
of their song when they announced the birth of Christ, 
and clearly saw the aggravated doom of the incorrigi- 
ble transgressor, then must they have possessed such 
feelings as are usually attributed to devils. Christ in- 
forms us, ‘** there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner that repenteth ;” but this joy must 
be produced by the repentance of the sinner, or why is 
it mentioned in connexion with it? If it is caused by 
repentance, then it did not antecedently exist, and had 
not the sinner repented,could not have been experienc- 
ed ; hence if all sinners do not repent,the angels cannot 
feel such great joy as they would in consequence of the 
repentance, return and salvation of all. If those ce- 
lestial inhabitants take any concern in the welfare of 
man and act under the influence of an enlightened un- 
derstanding, can they see him cast off forever, and re- 
main perfectly unmoved? When earth rose from chaos 
and man from earth, ** the morning stars sang together 
and all the sons of God shouted for joy.”? Could this 
have been an unmeaning song? when God is never 
worshipped but ‘ in spirit and in truth.”” These chil- 
dren of light must have had intelligence concerning the 
objects of creation, or they could not have shouted 
when the corner stone of the earth was laid, and the 
heavens pillared by the word of God. They must have 
been informed of the purpose of Christ’s mission, or they 
could not have sung glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, and good will toward men. But it is im- 
possible for them to rejoice and give glory to God that 
there is good will towards men, and yet feel delighted 
in their misery and sing hallelujah in prospect of their 
endless torment. 

Fellow sinners, I entreat you, I conjure you by the 
mercy of the Redeemer deeply to ponder these reflec- 
tions, and may God give you light and instruction right- 
ly to determine this momentous question. Consider 
the disgrace necessarily attached to the adorable Jeho- 
vah by admitting the eternal damnation of man; either 
by his intention, or by his neglect effectually to call. 
Reflect on theruel mockery with which our dearest 
hopes of happiness are now cherished, but will ultimate- 
ty be blasted in everlasting disappointment. Be aston- 
ished at the insincerity of gospel invitations, if God 
knows sinners will not comply, or determined they 
shall not accept them. Lament the hopelessness of your 
condition ; for if God is not your friend, you have none 
in the universe. Can any thing be more precious than 
the salvation of the soul? Can any thing be more in- 
valuable than the enjoyment of heaven? Can any thing 
be more delightful than a correct understanding and 
proper appreciation of God’s great and everlasting love 
for sinners? ‘That you may learn the truth and there- 
by be freed from the dominion of sin, search the volume 
of heaven, in which are contained those glorious prom- 
ises which will speak peace to you souls. Look to God 
by prayer that he may cause the day-star of salvation 
to arise in your hearts, and the’bright and shining way 
to be disclosed. Be not discotfraged at the inconsist- 
encies of pretended christians, but look unto Jesus, the 
author and finisher of our faith, for precepts and exam- 
ples. Be assured religion does‘not consist in formality, 
and that those who make the greatest appearance are 
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The follower of Jesus is meek | your days in trahiquility. 
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gratitude for the enjoyments of this life, and the gift of 
God’s dear Son. He feels sincere concern in the hap- 
piness of all, and prays his heavenly Father to grant 
this earnest petition of his soul. That grace, mercy, 
and truth may be richly shed abroad in your hearts and 
produce peace and joy by believing in God’s endless 
and boundless love to each individual of our race ; may 


and the iufluence of redeeming grace purify you from 
all sin. HERMES. 
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DIRECTRESS OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL IN 
PLYMPTON, (Mass,) 


Mr. Enrror,—Harving long believed the teachers of | 
the Sabbath Schools endeavoured to instil into the ten-! 
der and susceptible mind, those sentiments which are! 
calculated to destroy the peace of society, by encour- | 


who disagree with them in religious opinions; I send 
you the following fact, not only to prove my suspicion 
juet, but to excite parents and guardians to examine 
more closely the instructions their children and wards 
may receive. 

The Directress of the Sabbath School in Plympton, 
asked Jane Johnson, a little girl aged nine years, are 
you afraid to die? I donot know. You are afraid to 
die, for you are a liar, and if you should die now, you 
would go to that wicked place. Jane. your mother is 
a great sinner, do not obey her, but regard me, and 
when you grow up, be a good girl and join the church. 
The poor little innocent melted into tears, and was un- 
able to reply to this representation, which appeared ev- 
idently designed to alienate her heart from her dear, 
her affectionate mother. When instructors dissuade 
children from complying with their parents’ commands, 
it is necessary to inquire by whose authority these things 
are done, and thereby determine whether they are jus- 
tifiable. As this instructress professedly takes the bible 
for the rule of her conduct, let us try her by this stan- 
dard. If the scriptures warrant such proceedings, then 
is she deserving of commendation, but if they expressly 
reprehend the disobedience she asked, then is she con- 
demned by God. Are children commanded to obey 
their parents? Yes; ‘*Children, obey your parents in 
the Lord.” Is there any reason given? Yes; ‘** For this 
is right.” If it isright for children to obey their parents, 
it is wrong for them to disobey,as two opposite modes of 
conduct cannot be right. But is any blessing attach- 
ed to a compliance with this requisition of God? Yes; 
*¢ Honour thy father and mother ;*> Why? ‘* That it 
may be well with thee, and that thou mayest live long 
on the earth.’? If such a great good results from obey- 
ing this command, is no penalty attendant on its vio- 
lation? Yes; inthe strong and figurative language of 
the east, we are informed, ** that the eye that mocketh 
at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ra- 
vens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young ea- 
gles shall eat it.” From this alarming account we al- 
ready discover the calamitous end of those who curse 
father or mother, or who despise their tender reproofs 
and disobey their gentle and rations] commands. But 
we have seen one sufficiently bold to set at nought the 
requirements of God and to assure a child that it would 
be well with her if she disregarded her parents ; shall 
we justify such conduct; remember if we do, we be- 
come partakers of her sins? If those who imagine them- 
selyes good are permitted to govern the children of those 
whom they fancy wicked,what complete anarchy would 
ensue, and what child would not disobey his parent? 
It is all in vain that this instructress says her sense of 
duty induced her to address the little girl in the man- 
ner above descrihed, for God never imposed one duty 
which is directly opposed to another. When we find 
Christ and his apostles dissuading children from obey- 
ing their parents, then may we go and do likewise un- 
der the warrant of heaven; but until such examples 
are found, no justification can be accepted for such 
flagrant violations of the commands of God. Parents, 
reflect on these things, and do not carelessly intrust 
the education of your children to those who are teach- 
ing them to disregérd and contin you, assuring them 
they are good chitren if they disobey you. Not only 
the peace and happiness of the community depend on 





is therefore penetrated with the liveliest emotions of lieved God would save all her dear little children, ; 


the light of his holy spirit guide you in the right way, | 


| 
| 
| 
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| n 
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ageing discbedience to parents, and contempt for all: 


° ‘ . ind 
all the family of man, 
| N.B, Ifany should say, the conduct of this teacher 
}was perfectly correct, because in all probability the 
mother is very wicked, [ would inform them she sus. 
tains an unblemished character, her enemies being 
_ 5 
| Jucges. 
' REMARK.—The directions of this instructress induce 
me to inquire what would be the character of tha+ 
; church which should be composed of disobedient ehijl. 
dren, and if it is proper to enconrage them to disregard 
| their parents to fit them for church membe rs, why is it 
not proper to excite men to break the civil law to tit 


‘them for the enjoyment of heaven. 


HERMES. 
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In reply to our friend, who requestcd an ‘explanation 
of the 11th and 12th verses of the 4th chap. of Murk, we 
‘give the following: 

It appears evident that the blindness of the Jews, which 
| prevented their understanding the things of the kingdom 
| of God, as taught by Jesus Christ, was designed by the 
; wisdom of the divine Father to answer an intended pur- 
pose in the scheme of the gospel. If we place several 
| passages, which relate to this subject, together, we shal} 
| be likely to understand the subject in a consistent way. 
See Mark iv. 11,12; ‘* And he said unto them, unto 
| you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of 
!God; but unto them that are without al! these things 
are done in parables ; that seeing they may see, and not 
perceive ; and hearing they may hear, and not under- 
stand ; lest at any time they should be converted, and 
their sins should be forgiven them.» Matt. xiii. 14,15; 
** And in them is fulfilled the prophesy of Esaias, which 
saith, by hearing ye shall hear, and shalj not understand ; 
and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive ; for this 
people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of 
hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest at avs 
time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their 
‘ears, and should understand with their heart, and should 
be converted, and I should heal them.”? Now that the 
judicial consequences of the blindness and sin of the 
house of Israel were confined to this mortal state we 
learn from the passage in Isaiah, to which the Saviour 
referred in the passages above quoted. See Isaich vi. 9 
—1i2; ‘And he said, go and tell this people, hear ye 
indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but 
perceive not. Make the heart of this people fat, and 
make their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they 
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and under- 
stand with their heart, and convert, and be healed. Then 
said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, until the ci- 
tics be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses with- 
out man, and the land be utterly desolate; and the 
Lord have removed men far away, and there be a great 
forsaking in the midst of the land.”? Should we now 
ask our orthodox clergy the duration which the prophet 
asked, we should receive a very different answer from 

the one returned to him. We should be told, that 

the blindness and sin of the house of Israel will remain 

to all eternity ; but the prophet was informed of nothing, 

on this subject, that regarded a future state. 

That there was an important necessity for this blind- 

ness of the house of Israel we shall understand by the 

words of Jesus, Matt. xi. 25,26; *‘ At that time Jesus 

answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things 

from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them un- 

to babes. Even so, Father; for so it seemed good in 

thy sight.” But after all it may remain a query, what 

this unbelief and blindness of the house of Israel was 








designed for. We think this question is fully answered 





the right instruggion of your children, but your domes- 
tic quiet and the chance of spending the evening of 
It may be well to mention 





generally hypocrites. 


and humble, being continually mindful of his entire de-! however, that. 
pendence on the Almighty Almoner of the universe,'and | ed the child tatisobey her parent was, because she be- | 


in the epistle of St. Pan] to the Romans: See chap. xi. 
The whole of this chapter sliould be read with caution, 
that the design of the author may be distinctly under- 





e real cause why this teactier request- 
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stood. In particulor sce verses 20,31, 32; “* For as ye 
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in times p: 
tained mercy thro’ their unbelief; even so have these also 
now not believed, that through your mercy they elso may 
obtain mercy, For God hath concluded them all in un- 
belic', that he might have mercy upon all,” 

By this it appears that the gentile believers obtained 
mercy by the means of the unbe lief of the Jews; and 
that their unbelief was necessary to this end. The fact 
is, in consequence of the blindness of the Jews, they 


fulfilled the scripture prophecies concerning Christ. This 





was indispensably necessary in order thereby to con- 
rince the unbelieving Gentilcs of the divine inspiration 
of the prophets. It is furthermore 
grace which the Gentiles obtained, through the unbelief 


cr 


ef the Jews, these Jews are secured of favour. The 


conclusion is clear beyond a doubt. ** God hath con- 
cluded them all in unbelief that he might have mercy 
“pon all.” 

—— +o 


DR. GRIFFIN'S SERMON. 

Tae following extract is from Dr. Griffin’s Sermon 
preached at the Anniversary of the United Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, in the Garden-street Church, in New- 
York, as given in the Boston Recorder of Saturday last. 

We present this unaccountable piece of superstitious 
folly to our readers, that they may compare it with all 
they have ever read of pagan superstition, and learn the 
immense improvement in this kind of madness which 
honours the orthodoxy of the present day. 


EXTRACT. 

‘‘ But when we contemplate those heathen as immor- 
tal, the subject swells into a magnitude beyond the ran- 
ees of imagination. Every one of them will be an angel 
or a devil millions of ages after the funeral of this world. 
Each of them will experience happiness more than all 
heaven have yet enjoyed, or misery more than all hell 
have yet endured. ‘To think of the perdition of one 
pagan soul, is enough to awaken the deepest sympathy 
of the whole hnman race. But to contemplate the ruin 
of the hundreds of millions now on the earth, whose num- 
bers are to be renewed once in twenty or thirty years, 
what heart can fail to dissolve in grief and vehemently 
to cry out for help to God and man? The fashion of 
this world is passing away, the sign of the Son of man 
will appear in heaven, and you and all the heathen na- 
tions will be before his bar. Then, I ask you, whether 
it will not appear of more importance to have converted 
a single pagan, than tc have amassed the treasures of the 
Indias. I behold one of those heathen brought along in 
chains to receive his doom, and looking down to an eter- 
nal lake of fire! ‘* Ah me!” says he, ** and am 1 born 
to this?’? He casts an eye of anguish on those who once 
composed the American Church, and raises his piercing 
jamentations : ** How could you see me perish? Why 
did ‘you not sell your estates to send the gospel to me? 
Ah! you never felt the pains of damnation.» Indeed, 
my brethren, when we contemplate that scene, we know 
uot where to stop, When we have given a few hundred 
dollars, we look over the immense pagan waste, and 
then again to the judgment, and ask, ** Why should I 
not give as many more ?”—pp. 20—23. 

* We have slept too long over this immensely impor- 
tant subject. The millions who are gone cannot be re- 
deemed ; those who are now on their way cannot be 
stopt; the many who must die before we can reach the 
fields of the missions, must die as they are, because we 
delayed so long. But by the bowels of Christ let no 
more time be lost.”"—p. 24. 

Willi Dr. Grirrin ever attempt to prove, from the 
divine oracles, that millions and millions of the pagan 
world will be plunged into a Jake of brimstone in the 
eternal world, and there suffer unmerciful torture forev- 
er, and all this because people here in America do not 
give so much money to the Missionary Societies as be 
would be glad they would? If there be one grain of 
sense in the above extraet, it is evident that the infinite 
goodness of God, and the unbounded mercy of him, who 
gave himself a ransom for all men, will finally fail of sa- 
ving a large portion of mankind for the want of money! 

Christian people, do be so candid as to look at the 
preaching of the blessed Son of God, as recorded in the 
New Testament, and then ask, whether the‘divine tea- 
cher ever intimated that his mission of mercy would fi- 
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apparent that by the 
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st have not believed God, vet have now ob-| nally fail for the want of money? Tad Jesus and his a- 


postles been os zealous to spunge money out of the peo- 
ple as our Clergy are, it would have furnished a rich to- 
pic for infidels to dwe]] on to the entire disparagement 


of their cause. 
<x +o 


To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 
‘Asin ADAM ALL DIE, EVEN SO IN CHRIST SHALL 
ALL BE MADE ALIVE,”* 

This passage seems to imply, that Adam’s progeny, in 
consequence of his disobedience, were made subject to 
death. Was this death temporal, spiritual, or eternal? 
I have been induced to offer this Question to Universal- 
ists for solution, because they do not profess to believe 
in what is generally called original sin. 1f mankind do 
die in Adam, which we cannot disbelieve, if we give cre- 
dence to the scriptures, an inquiring mind would be glad 
to be satisfied by knowing what manner of death this is. 
The passage quoted above is frequently used to prove 
Universal Salvation ; and professors of Universalism, no 
doubt, have satisfied their minds respecting it ; and there- 
fore, are prepared, and willing to impart light to others. 
With due reverence this is submitted, by R. L. 

REPLY. 

“R, L.” evidently misapprehends the meaning of the 
words he employs, for there can be but two deaths, the 
one temporal, the other eternal. If mankind die an 
eterna] death, there is no possibility of their salvation, 
hence the death must be temporal. But what shall we 
understand by dying im Adam; did mankind become 
transgressors by his sin? If this is the case, then they 
were sinners before their natural parents were born ; but 
every person must see the palpable absurdity of this no- 
tion. What then is implied by dying in Adam? If we 
consider Adam as the earthy nature of man, and that he 
became dead in trespasses and sins, being drawn away 
of his own lust, and enticed, the whole difficulty vanish- 
es and the subject appears plain. But we will show that 
this is the meaning of the apostle, and that his idea is per- 
fectly consonant with our feelings. Death hath passed 
upon all men; Why? Because Adam has sinned. Is 
this the reasoning of the apostle? Then he supports the 
idea of hereditary guilt, and justifies those who repre- 
sent mankind as transgressors because Adam disobeyed. 
But let us look ayain; and so death hath passed upon 
all; Why? For that all have sinned. It is now plain 
that none die but those who have sinned, and that as al} 
sin, they all die in trespasses and sins. By this argu- 
ment the notion of imputed sin i removed, and reason 
and revelation made to accord. For should we admit 
the doctrine of imputation, then might we be sinners 
without possessing a disposition to do wrong, and right- 
eous, without possessing a disposition to do well, hence 
sin and righteousness are personal. But we have the de- 
lightful assurance, that as we have borne the image of 
the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly. 


—SOt+o— 


ANOTHER CONVERSION IN TIE MINISTRY. 
MALDEN, (Mass.) Sept. 4, 1820. 
To the Editor of the Universalist Magazine, 
Rev. and Dear Sir,—The following is an extract from 
a letter that I have just received from a much respected 
friend, who is highly esteemed as a member of the First 
Universalist Society in Norway, (Maine.) By giving 
this pleasing intelligence publicity, you will oblige a 
friend to truth. Your’s, &c. K. HAVEN. 


** An unexpected yet pleasing circumstance has late- 
ly taken place here; a Mr. ASA Barton, who has fora 
few months past resided in Paris, and was formerly a 
Methodist preacher, sent us word last week that he 
would come and preach for us this day: he accordingiy 
came, and tho’ it was the first time he ever preached this 
doctrine, his services gave very good satisfaction. He 
has made an appointment to be here next Sabbath. He 
appears to be a man of real piety and good talents ;,and 
very much engaged in the cause of truth,” 








To Correspondents. 

Mr, E.C. is informed that the passage which he want- 
ed explained, may be understood by a little attention to 
the context. See James ii. 10; ** For whosoever shall 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is 
guilty of all.” The next words explain. ‘* For he that 
said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. 
Now, if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou 
art become a transgressor of the law.” Ifa man among 
us should be found guilty of murder, he could not clear 
himself because he had not committed high treason. Even 
it he had saved the lives of fifty persons, this could not 
clear him from the law which he had violated by the 
commission of murder. One part of the law cannot 
strike a balance with another. The whole law agrecs 
to condemn the violator of one of its requirements, 





DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 


The Rev. Dr. Dana, of Newburyport, has been unan- 
imously chosen President of Dartmouth College, vice 
President Brown, deceased. 


The Stamping Mill, Drying Room, and Graining Mill 
of the Bellona Powder Works, near Baltimore, were 
blown up on the 29th ult. Three persons were killed, 
and two badly wounded. 


On Wednesday morning, about 4 o’clock, a fire broke 
out in Hurston’s bake house, in New Bedford, and sev- 
en buildings were entirely destroyed. 


The suspicions that one of the Stoneham murderers 
escaped at the time in the ship Osprey, bound from Sa- 
lem to Sumatra, are strengthened by advices from that 
vessel— on board of which a man not known to be on 
board, was found after she had been 24 hours at sea.— 
He affected to be an ideot, and to have strayed on 
board. He will doubtless be brought back in her. 


The prisoners confined in Baltimore Gaol, attempted 
to escape a few nights since, and had so far succeeded, 
as to gain the wall; but on being discovered the guard 
fired on them and put a stop to their migration. One of 
them was killed, and several badly wounded. 


A fresh gang of counterfeiters have been discovered in 
New York, and committed for trial; two of them were 
caught at their work, on bills of the Merchants’ Bank, 
of 2 and 3 dollars. 


Three dollar counterfeit Bills of the Phcenix Bank, 
Hartford, have just appeared, very well imitated—letter 
D. payable to E. Averill, and dated Jan. 1, 1818. 


Several new cases of fever have appeared in Philadel- 
phia, and some fresh alarm excited, but as they had been 
traced to the infected spot, where the fever first origi- 
nated, no apprehensions were entertained of its general 
spread. 


Savannah continues sickly ; and there have been a few 
cases of yellow fever at New Orleans. In all our other 
cities unusual health is enjoyed. 

- ——= 
MARRIED, 

In this town, Mr. Joseph Jones to Mrs. Mary Gus- 
tine. 

By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Dr. Samuel A. Shurtleff 
to Miss Eliza Carlton. 

In Portsmouth, N. H. on Wednesday morning last, 
by the Rev. Mr. Parker, Mr. Hall J. How, merchant 
of Boston, to Miss Elizabeth Parsons Waldron, of Ports- 
mouth. 
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DIED, 

In this town, Mrs. Mary Marsh, aged 35.—Mr. Da- 
vid Wheeler, 36.—Mrs. Elizabeth Pool, 41.—Mrs. So- 
phia Smith, 43.—A child of Mr. John Kendall.—A 
child of Mr. Henry Nichols.—A child of Mr. Julius. 
Clark.—Mrs, Jane Fredericks.—Mr. Charles Francis. 
—Edwin Sturgis Crocker, 18 mo.—Mrs. Ruth Lambert. 
—Mary M. youngest daughter of Mr. Charles H. Jones, 
6 years.—Elizabeth R. Granger, 3 y.—Samuel Stutson, 
3 y.—Caroline Elizabeth, only child of Mr. Charles 
Blanchard, 11 mo,—William H. only child of Mr. Wil- 
liam Sampson, 7 mo.—Mr. Joseph Dickens, 49.—Mr. 
Charles Gray, of Salem, 30.—Mrs. Thankful Hews, 68. 
—Mr. Jacob Rheades,'78.—A child of Mr. Josiah Baid- 
win, 18 mo. 

In Cincinaati, Ohio, Mr. Joseph Noyes, jr. merchant, 





son of Joseph Noyes, Esg. of this town. 
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POETS’ CORNER. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE. 

“ Every good gift and every perfect giftis from above, 
and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom 
as no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” 

GREAT GOD, in thee we live and move, 
Thy bount’ous hand our wants supplies ; 
Ten thousand blessings from above, 

The testimonials of thy love, 

Raise our thanksgiving to the skies. 





© Father, bless us here on earth, 
And keep us from the ways of sin ; 
Give us precursors of that day, 
When-dreary night shall flee away, 
And heaven’s grand jubilee begin. 


O! could we have a glimpse of heaven, 
And see the glories of the place, 

Our hearts would leap to leave their clay, 
On wings of love to soar away, 

To worlds of never-ending peace. 


Poor, feeble worms, children of care, 
Leave us alone we sink to dust; 

We'll cling to heaven, God triumphs there, 
In glorious mansions ever fair, 

On him we will forever trust. 


Poor, trembling pilgrim, why despond ? 
Why do these fears assail thy breast? 
The fountain of thy life will live 
Forever; and "tis his to give 


To thee and thine eternal rest. ' 
RICHARDS. 





SELECTED FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
as 


SINCE in this dreary vale of tears 
No certainty but death appears, 
Why should we waste our vernal years 
In hoarding useless treasure ? 


No—let the young and ardent mind 
Become the friend of human kind, 
And in the generous service find 

A source of purer pleasure ! 


Better to live despis’d and poor 
Than guilt’s corroding stings endure ; 
The fature smiles of God shall cure 
The wounds of earthly woes. 


Vain world ! did we but rightly feel 
What ills thy treacherous charms conceal, 
Tiow would we long from thee to steal 

To death—and sweet repose ! 


~< +o 


“* He healeth the broken heart and bindeth up their 
wounds.” 
O! THOU, who dry’st the mourner’s tear, 
How dark this world would be, 
If, when deceiv’d and wounded here, 
We could not fly to thee. 


The friends who in our sunshine live, 
When winter comes, are flown ; 
And he who has but tears to give, 
Must weep those tears alone. 


But thou wilt heal that broken heart, 
Which like the plants that throw 

f. Their fragrance from the wounded part, 
Breathes sweetness out of woe. 


When joy no longer sooths or cheers, 
And e’en the hope that threw 

A moment’s sparkle o’er our tears, 
Has dimm’d and vanish’d too! 


O! who would bear life’s stormy doom, 
Did not thy wing of love, 
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TNIVERSATIST MAGAZINE. 


Come brightly wafting thro’ the gloom, 
Or peace branch from above ? 


Then, sorrow, touch’d by thee, grows bright 
With more than rapture’s ray, 

As darkness shows us worlds of light, 

We never saw by day! 


+o 


A PRAYER, IN PROSPECT OF DEATH. 


O THOU unknown, Almighty cause 
Of all my hope and fear! 

In whose dread presence, ere an hour, 
Perhaps I must appear! 


If ] have wander’d in those paths 
Of life 1 ought to sbun ; 

As something, loudly, in my breast, 
Remonstrates I bave done 5 


Thou know’st that thou hast formed me 
With passions wild and strong ; 

And list’ning to their witching voice 
Has often led me wrong. 


Where human weakness has come short 
Or frailty stept aside, 

Do thou, ALL Goon, for such thou art, 
In shades of darkness hide. 


Where with intention I have err’d, 
No other plea I have, 
But, ‘hou art good ; and goodness still 
Delighteth to forgive. 

—— 











From the Middlesex (Concord) Gazette. 
PAUPERISM. 

Tae increase of pauperism, within the last few years, 
has aroused the attention of many ; and it is believed 
that all would be struck with astonishment were they 
to see from actual calculation, what it is has been. The 
subject calls aloud forexamination. The interest of all 
is concerned ; and the happiness of many is at stake. 

What are the causes of this increase is a question of 
deep importance to every man, woman, and child. And 
it is one which must be answered before the evil will be 
remedied in any considerable degree. The disease 
must be known before the physician can tell where to 
apply the remedy. i 

That there are many causes, which operate to aug- 
ment the poor rate, I have no doubt; but one of which 
I propose to consider at this time; and that is, asso- 
ciations for foreign purposes, and for foreign objects, 
and I wish | could add, made up of forezgn materials. 

A new era has burst upon our view. Every thing 
must give place to these associations,—every nerve 
must be strung in their support. It has been asserted 
by many, that they expend more money yearly than 
the amount of our Sfate Taz. Others eay it greatly ex- 
ceedsthatsum. That the amount is enormous, howev- 
er, any one will be satisfied, who will take the trouble 
to look into the pompous, and voluminous reports, which 
are made and seutround the country, Is this done that 
the names of all who give and the amount of their char- 
ities may be seen of men? It is to be wished that they 
may be examined by men. How muchof this sum ts 
collected from the overmuch rich? 
part. Whence then isit derived? Itis from the poor- 
er class in society, from the deluded, the ignorant and 
the credulous. ‘Their hopes and their fears are unduly 
operated upon, and they are induced to give when they 
ought not. Men are sent on a mission, and are pated for 
it, to play upon the feelings, and thereby to ** devour 
widows’ houses,’ and to lead the many to * pay tithe 
of mint, and anise, and eummin,”’ to the utier neglect 
of **the weightier matters of the law.” Like blood 
suckers, they fasten upon the small veins, and draw by 
degrees the life blood from the body politic. 

t is in this way that vast sums are obtained which 
ought to be, and which otherwise would be, expended 
ia relieving poorer relatives and friends. The cry of 
** vive to societies ;» and many are seen to pass by the 
poor in the street, on the other side, like the Priest and 
the Levite. Not indeed from a want of feliow feeling, 
but because they are charmed with the magic of foreign 
objects, and stand ** spell bound”? at the sound of héa- 
then. 

Thus the attention of very many has been diverted 
from the firet objects of charity, and been turned like 


But a very small |] 





that of the people in the days of the crusades, to distant 
lands. The name of crusade may offend some ; but is 
not the spirit and zeal which many manifest, who are 
runners to associations, like that displayed by the enthu- 
siast, Peter the Hermit, the leader of the first grand cru- 
sade, which took place in the year 1095. He assured 
his followers of eternal salvation as the reward for their 
hardships and their zeal. But it was found to be a 
phrensied madness, which give rise to the crusades, and 
which marked all the conduct of their leaders. They 
improverished whole countries, and proved the ruin of 
thousands and tens of thousands; and the only good ef- 
fect resulting from the fatal issue of those expeditions 
was the opening the eyes of the world to the selfish and 
interested motives, which had prompted them, and of 
weakening the sway of superstition. 

Another favorite method of getting money to aid asso- 
ciations has been to impress the mind of the sick and the 
weak with a belief, that it will purchase the pardon of 
transgressions. Jn this way much money has been ob- 
tained-from those who was bound by every tie, and by 
every rational principle, to give it to their poor connex- 
ions and friends, 

Does not such conduct savor strongly of popery ? 
In the papal reign of terror, it was a favorite doctrine, 
that men must give all their property to the support of 
their religion, or its teachers, in order to ensure their 
happiness in the world to come. 

Dare any one deny, thatsuch, and divers other mea- 
sures, are resorted to; that such things are’ resorted 
to in our land, in order to lay the whole community un- 
der contribution? If so, let him but open his eyes, and 
his ears, and see and hear for himself, and he will be 
convinced ; wil] it be said that these smali charities, as 
they are called, do not tend to increase the poor? that 
they are no burden? I trust not by any oue in his sober 
senses. 

I know a certain man who has much to do with one 
of the many societies, who made a public relation how 
an old domestic, who had by her industry and economy 
laid up a sum of money, gave ii all fo aid Aim in trav- 
eing round the country to do good, as be termed it. 
What, said one who heard him, will become of this poor 
deluded woman in case of sickness or old age? Will 
you take care of her, and supply her with the comforts 
of life? Oh no, I am not able, said he, but she will be 
provided for, owns must support their poor, and there 
is a good alms house where she can go. How many 
can say to such men, the zeal of thine house hath eaten 
meup? Delusion! how many have been dupes to your 
power? How many have seen when it was too late 
the effects of your influence ? 

Let no one tay that | arraign any man’s motives, or 
that I make war with the opinions of men further than 
to judge of a tree by its fruit. We breathe an air,which 
gives to all the right to the free exercise of honest opin- 
ions, and it is a political maxim, that error of opinion 
may be toleraied where reason is left free to combat it. 
But whatever has a tendency to seduce reason from her 
allegiance is dangerous, and oftentimes fatal] in its con- 
sequences. We therefore have the right to examine 
into the conduct of men, and the effect of their con- 
duct and measures on society. Friends of truth, and 
the lovers of the established order of things, and all 
well wishers to the peace and harmony of society should 
take care how they give encouragement to bigotry and 
superstition, blind zeal and fanaticism, hypocricy and 
dissimulation. In these days, when so free use is made 
of the word charity, let it be remembered, that (rue 
charily speaks in a sill small voice, il raunteth not il- 
self, is nol-puffed up, and doth not behave ilself unseem- 

: OBSERVER. 
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FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

The Trial; Calvin and Hopkins ys. the Bible 
and Common Sense.—Price 25 cents. 

Aon Examination of the modern doctrine of 
FUTURE PUNISHMENT, together with a short his- 
tory of the Anthor’s Life. —By Saumon Dutton, Esq. 
of Cavendish, Vt.—Price 25 cents. 

A volume of Sermons, delivered in Philadel- 
phia, on the Doctrine of Universal Benevolence. By 
Rev. Abner Kneeland, pastor of the First Universalist 
Church inthat place.—Price 62 1-2 cents. 

A SERMON, delivered before the Universal- 
ist Society in Stoughton, Mase. May 29,1820.—By Rev. 
JosHuA FLAGG, ministering at Scituate. 

The Cusip’s Scriprurat Carecnism,by the Rev. 
Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Boston.—Price, 75 cents per doz. and 8 cents single 
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